Three Fifteenth-Century Pioneers

vellers possessing fuller and more accurate
information. Taking all circumstances into
account, our verdict upon Nicolo de' Conti
must be that lie is an exceedingly valuable wit-
ness for the condition of Southern India in the
fifteenth century; that while the narrative of
Hieronimo di Santo Stefano is quite negligible,
and that of Nikitin of comparatively slight
value, the loss of Conti's story would have been
an irreparable loss. How much Poggio contri-
buted to its superiority must be left unde-
cided; but It is exceedingly possible that the
skilful questioning of a cultivated intellect such
as that of the Pope's famous secretary rescued
his narrative from the jejune barrenness of the
accounts of both of the other two travellers;
and gave us in its stead an account packed full of
facts of the highest significance. No amount of
questioning could have rendered the narrative
of Hieronimo at all valuable as a source of in-
formation, for he saw little of India beyond its
ports; but with Nikitin the case is different.
From hints he lets drop it seems clear that he
was compelled temporarily to abandon the
Christian faith, and confess Islam*; it Is a thou-
sand pities that he did not, like Contl5 seek absolu-
tion from, his Church, and receive a penance
calculated to be so eminently useful to posterity.

* " Now Christian brethren of Russia, whoever of you wishes to go to
the Indian country may leave his faith in Russia, confess Mahomet, and
then proceed to the land of Hindustan," This, and all preceding quota-
tions from Nikitin are from the translation in India, in the Fifteenth Cen~
iury (Hak. Sec,)
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